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13+ Academic Scholarship 2026 
 

Geography 

Time allowed: 1 hour  

 

Name: _____________________________________ 

 

Instructions 

Also required: 

OS map extract of Mersea Island, Essex.  

Map Key  
 

Answer the following: 

• ALL questions in Section A. (15 marks – 10 mins) 

• ALL questions from Section B (30 marks – 30 mins) 

• ONE question from Section C. (15 marks – 20 mins) 

 

 

• Answer on lined paper. Write your name clearly at the top of each sheet of paper that you 

use.  

• The marks available for each question are shown in brackets; the length of each answer 

relate to the number of marks, and this should guide you on how much time to spend on 

each.  

• You are expected to write clearly and accurately throughout each of your answers. You 

should leave some time towards the end of the examination to check your work carefully.  

• Credit will be given for the use of examples and sketches/diagrams, where used 

appropriately.  

• The maximum number of marks for this paper is 60. 
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Section A: Applied Map Work  

Refer to Map of Mersea Island, Essex.  

You should attempt all questions in Section A. There is a map key provided. You may 

write on the map if you need to.  

 

A1.  Study the map extract of Mersea Island and identify the following.  

 

a. The 4-figure grid reference that includes the Museum in West Mersea.         (1) 

 

b. The name of the marsh in grid 04,17.               (1) 

 

c. Name the feature at 036,129.                 (1) 

 

d. What direction is Peldon village from West Mersea             (1) 

 

e. What important feature can be found at 013,150? Explain why it is important.     (2) 

 

f. Estimate the distance, as the crow flies, from the post office (064,145) to the church 

(981,146).                    (1) 

 

g. Name two tourist facilities you would find in East Mersea village.             (2) 

 

h. Describe the land use north of Pyefleet Channel.               (2) 

 

i. Look at the map and identify two types of economic activity (not tourism) that you 

can see in this area and give the coordinates of an example of each one. (4) 

          

 

           

(Total marks for Section A = 15 marks) 
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Section B: Applied Physical and Human Geography  

Attempt all questions in both sections.  

 

Section 1 (Applied Geography)  

 

Figure B1 – World map showing the location of Denmark and Greenland 
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Q1. Study the maps carefully and answer the following questions. 

 

a) Using the map, describe the location of Greenland and Denmark.  (4) 

 

b) Name the capital city of Greenland?       (1) 

 

c) Explain how the climate of Greenland and Denmark might differ? (4) 

 

d) Read the Greenland fact file below. President Trump has stated recently that he wants 

to buy Greenland from Denmark. Using the information below and your own knowledge, 

explain two reasons why the USA president might want America to own Greenland. (6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure B2 - Factfile of Greenland – OCR  
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e. The table below shows the population data for Greenland.  

 

             (4) 

 

(ii) Describe the trend shown by the data in the table.      (2) 

 

(iii) Many people aged between 18 and 30 move from Greenland to Denmark. State the 

term used to describe the movement of people from one place to another?   (1) 

  



6 
 

Q2. Study the table below.  

 

Volcano & 

Year 

VEI (Strength) People Affected / Killed 

Volcán de 

Fuego, 

Guatemala 

(2018) 

VEI 3 110 killed 

Mount 

Lewotobi, 

Indonesia 

(2024–2025) 

VEI 2–4? At least 9 killed 

Mount Ruang, 

Indonesia 

(2024) 

VEI 4 Homes destroyed; evacuations; no 

fatalities reported 

Sheveluch, 

Russia (2023) 

VEI 4? No casualties; major ash spread 

Mount Etna, 

Sicily, Italy 

(recent) 

VEI 1–3 No significant human impact reported 

 

a. Suggest reasons for the difference in the number of people affected/killed between these 

different volcanic eruptions.         (4) 
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Q3. Study the photograph below of Mount Etna in Sicily, Italy.  

a. Suggest reasons why people live near active volcanoes in areas such as this.  (4) 

 

 

(Total marks for Section B = 30 marks) 

 

Section C: Essay Questions  

Choose only ONE question from this section. You should spend time planning your essay 

first and then write your answer.  

 

1. Many coastal areas in the UK are facing increased erosion due to rising sea levels and 

stronger storms. Discuss the different approaches to managing coastal erosion and explain 

how these can create conflicts between people living and working in the area. 

2. More than half of the world’s population now lives in urban areas. Explain the reasons 

why cities are growing so quickly and discuss the challenges and opportunities that rapid 

urbanisation creates. 

 

3. Natural hazards such as earthquakes, tropical storms and volcanic eruptions affect 

millions of people every year. Describe the causes of one type of natural hazard and assess 

how well countries with different levels of wealth can prepare for and respond to it. 

(Total marks for Section C = 15 marks) 

 


