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Instructions 

 

• Dictionaries are not allowed. 

 

• Answer on lined paper.  Write your name clearly at the top of each sheet of paper that you use. 

 

• Answer ALL the questions in Section One.  Choose TWO question from Section Two.  You 

should divide your time equally between both sections. 

 

• You are expected to write clearly and accurately throughout each of your answers.  You should 

leave some time towards the end of the examination to check your work carefully. 
 

• The maximum number of marks for this paper is 40. 
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SECTION ONE: COMPREHENSION   
Answer all questions. You may refer to the text to support any points that you make.  

 

The following excerpt is from Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath’s response to the 

Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion. The authors are trying to defend religious belief against attack 

from atheists (those who do not believe in God), like Dawkins. In this passage, they discuss the 

difficulty of defining ‘religion’, the very thing they are discussing: 

 

“A clear definition of precisely what is being studied is essential to the serious 

scientific study of any entity or phenomenon. The failure of past attempts to offer a 

reliable and warranted definition of ‘religion’ is widely conceded in the vast 

scholarly literature devoted to this subject. Of the myriad of definitions of religion 

offered over the last 150 years, each of which presents itself as being ‘scientific’ or 

‘objective’, none has been sufficiently resilient or representative to command 

continuing support. Furthermore, definitions of religion are rarely neutral, but are 

often generated to favour beliefs and institutions with which one is in sympathy 

and penalize those to which one is hostile.” 

 

- Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath, The Dawkins Delusion, p.32-33. 

 

1. Explain why defining ‘religion’ accurately is of concern to the authors.  [6 marks] 

 

2. In your own words, although with reference to the text, explain why people have struggled to 

agree about the definition of the word ‘religion’.  [7 marks] 

 

3. ‘No definition of ‘religion’ can ever be neutral, but will always prioritise one set of beliefs over 

another.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.  [7 marks]  

 

[Total: 20 marks] 
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SECTION TWO: ESSAY WRITING  
Choose TWO questions from the following choice of FOUR. Each essay is marked out of 10. 
 

1. Religious Texts 

 

What does the Bible say about the relationship between God and human beings. Make reference to 

passages from the Bible in your answer. 

 

2. Religion in the modern world 

 

‘No government should be influenced by religious beliefs.’ Do you agree? 

 

3. Worship 

 

With reference to a religion you have studied, explain the significance of ceremony which 

welcomes a believer into the religion. 

 

4. Ethics 

 

‘Religious people should treat the planet how they like, as humans are more important than 

animals or plants’ Do you agree? Make reference to religious teachings, or religion in general, in 

your answer. 

 

[Total: 20 marks] 

 


