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Instructions 

 

• Dictionaries are not allowed. 

 

• Answer on lined paper.  Write your name clearly at the top of each sheet of paper that you use. 

 

• Answer ALL the questions in Section A.  Choose ONE question from Section B.  You should 

divide your time appropriately between both sections. 

 

• You are expected to write clearly and accurately throughout each of your answers, paying careful 

attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar.  You should leave some time towards the end 

of the examination to check your work carefully. 
 

• The maximum number of marks for this paper is 50. 
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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION 

 

You should spend about 50 minutes on this section 

 
Both the poems below reflect on animals. Roe deer are a type of deer native to the UK. Read the 

poems carefully and then answer the questions that follow.  Question 1 is about the first poem.  

Questions 2 is about the second poem.  Question 3 invites you to consider both poems together.  

Question 3 is your opportunity really to show your ability to the full, so give yourself enough time 

for it.  Support all your answers with quotations from the poems, as appropriate.   

 

 

 

 
Roe-Deer 

In the dawn-dirty light, in the biggest snow of the year 

Two blue-dark deer stood in the road, alerted. 

 

They had happened into my dimension 

The moment I was arriving just there. 

 

They planted their two or three years of secret deerhood  5 

Clear on my snow-screen vision of the abnormal 

 

And hesitated in the all-way disintegration 

And stared at me. And for some lasting seconds 

 

I could think the deer were waiting for me 

To remember the password and sign    10 

 

That the curtain had blown aside for a moment 

And there where the trees were no longer trees, nor the road a road 

 

The deer had come for me. 

 

Then they ducked through the hedge, and upright they rode their legs 

Away downhill over a snow-lonely field    15 

 

Towards tree dark - finally 

Seeming to eddy and glide and fly away up 

 

          Ted Hughes 
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Pigeons 

They paddle with staccato feet 

In powder-pools of sunlight, 

Small blue busybodies 

Strutting like fat gentlemen  

With hands clasped    5 

Under their swallowtail coats;  

And, as they stump about  

Their heads like tiny hammers  

Tap at imaginary nails  

In non-existent walls.    10 

Elusive ghosts of sunshine  

Slither down the green gloss  

Of their necks an instant, and are gone.  
 

Summer hangs drugged from sky to earth  

In limpid fathoms of silence:   15 

Only warm dark dimples of sound  

Slide like slow bubbles  

From the contented throats. 
 

Raise a casual hand –  

With one quick gust    20 

They fountain into air. 

 

 

On ‘Roe Deer’ 

1. Explain the setting of the poem. You do not need to use quotations but give as much 

information as you can.         [4 marks]          

 

On ‘Pigeons’ 

2. Comment on the imagery used in lines 14 and 15 to describe the day.   [3 marks] 

 

3. Choose a word or phrase from the poem and explain why the sound of your chosen word or 

words is important.         [3 marks] 

 

On both poems 

4. Compare and contrast how these poets present the animals. Support your answer with 

quotations from the poems, as appropriate.   

 

You may wish to look at:  

• the ways in which the animals are physically described.  

• the ways in which the poets find the animals interesting.  

• the form and structure of the poems,  and the use of literary techniques.  

[15 marks] 

          [Total: 25 marks] 

 

TURN OVER 
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SECTION B: COMPREHENSION 

 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this section 

 
There is a choice of two extended writing tasks – one focusing on an animal, one focusing on a 

setting.   Credit will be given for how well you structure your writing and for its own creativity and 

flair.  You are reminded of the importance of clear and accurate written English and of careful 

presentation in your answer.  Do not write a poem.  

 

 

1. Write  a story of piece of descriptive writing exploring the feelings aroused when observing 

ONE of the following animals.  

    

  Eagle        Fox       Shark        Badger         Otter          Whale  

   [25 marks]  

 

    

OR 

 

2. Write  a story of piece of descriptive writing choosing how ONE of the following settings 

affects the feelings of the  narrator or a character in the story.  

 

  Dawn in winter                  Dusk in a city                 A storm on the coast 

   [25 marks] 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PAPER 


