
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Academic Scholarship 

 

French (first MFL) 

 

Time Allowed: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

 

 

• A bilingual dictionary may be used 

• You should attempt all three sections and are advised to 

spend approximately 30 minutes per section. 

• Answer all sections on a separate piece of paper. 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 1 (20 marks) 

Using the article below, answer the questions in English unless you are required to 

translate into French. When translating into French, consider your grammar 

carefully. When translating into English, try to ensure that your English sounds 

idiomatic (as a native would speak!). 

 

Soprano 

1. Has Soprano been in first place before? (1 mark) 

2. What is ‘Près des étoiles’? (1 mark) 

BigFlo et Oli 

3. Translate the following into English: ‘à défaut de concerts, les deux frères ont 

raconté leurs débuts de carrière dans un documentaire.’ (4 marks) 

Éric Antoine 

4. What does Eric do online? (1 mark) 



Look for these answers elsewhere in the article: 

5. Why are there fewer sportsmen on the list this year? (1 mark) 

6. Why have people spent more time in front of screens? (1 mark) 

7. Summarise (in English) how the ranking is established. (3 marks) 

8. What will Jean-Paul Rouve do at the end of the year? (1 mark) 

9. How many times has Angèle’s video ‘Fever’ been viewed online? (1 mark) 

Translation: 

Using the article to help you, translate the following sentences into French: 

10. During the first lockdown, I spent more time with my family because I couldn’t go 

out. (4 marks) 

11. My favourite TV show is ‘La France a un incroyable talent’ because the host is 

brilliant. (2 marks) 

 

Section 2 (30 marks) 
 
In the following passage a number of words have been omitted. For each gap/number 
write ONE SINGLE French word which makes sense in the context. Note that in some 
cases there is only one possible word, but in other cases there are several possibilities, 
of which any one will be accepted. Try not to leave gaps - you will be given credit for 
the quality of your thinking and intelligent guesses, especially if the word you have 
chosen makes grammatical sense ...  
 

Avant (1) quitter la maison, j’ai vérifié que j’avais mon passeport, mon portable et 

tous les vêtements (2) j’aurais besoin pour nos vacances! C’était la (3) fois que 

j’allais partir en vacances avec mes amis parce que mes parents sont sévères (4) 

j’avais hâte de passer du (5) avec mes copains! On a choisi d’aller (6) Italie car on 

savait qu’il ferait (7) et après l’hiver anglais, on avait vraiment besoin de soleil et 

de chaleur! Après (8) arrivés à Rome, on est vite allés en taxi à l’hôtel (9) laisser nos 

valises. L’hôtel était une merveille; c’était un (10) bâtiment avec de beaux balcons 

(11) donnaient sur la vieille ville. Après avoir déposé (12) bagages, le 

réceptionniste (13) a recommandé quelques sites à visiter et on a décidé (14) 

commencer avec le Colisée. On a quitté l’hôtel et on (15) à l’arrêt de bus quand 

l’odeur de la pizza et des pâtes m’a frappée et soudainement j’avais (16) de 

manger! Je ne voulais (17) aller au Colisée car je n’arrêtais pas de penser à la (17) 

italienne! On a décidé de (18) le bus pour (19) à une pizzeria (20) qui était une 



mauvaise idée car la climatisation ne marchait pas et il y avait beaucoup (21) 

circulation. Une fois au restaurant, j’ai (22) de la pizza, des spaghettis et un 

orangina (23) est ma boisson préférée. J’adore la cuisine (24), surtout le risotto, 

mais mes parents n’(25) pas la cuisine française donc je n’ai (26) l’occasion de 

goûter ce genre de nourriture chez (27). (28) le serveur a apporté la nourriture, 

j’étais tellement heureuse mais je me suis rendue compte que j’avais commandé 

(29) de nourriture! Ce n’était pas grave; la nourriture coûte cher en Italie donc j’ai 

fini tout ce (30) j’ai commandé. 

 

Section 3 (30 marks) 
 
Write approximately 150 words in French on ONE of the following two subjects. Note 

that you will gain nothing by writing more than the number of words required. Your 

work will be judged on its relevance, accuracy and the variety of vocabulary and 

structures used. Make sure that what you write is fully relevant to the specific task 

and/or the images supplied and NOT a pre-learnt essay. Please write on alternate 

lines. 

 

EITHER: 1) You come back home after your first post-Covid day trip to the seaside. 
You have had lots of fun with your friends. Write an essay explaining why 
you had so much fun, what you did and what you thought of the day out. 
Try to be both ambitious and specific. You should include lots of details 
about your day and use the appropriate tense(s).  (Covid = le Covid) 

 
OR  2) Imagine that you have had a truly disastrous day using the picture below 

for inspiration (you may talk about other events too). Recount the 
events, which happened in the past, using the appropriate tense(s). You 
should expand on this story by adding in extra details, such as how you 
felt, where possible. 

     


